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Thu.,

“Oklahoma Breeding Bird Survey,”

Oct 2

Mark Howrey, 7PM, Windrock Clubhouse

Sat.,

Boomer Lake Field Trip, John Polo

Oct 4

Meet 8 AM, Boomer fishing dock

Fri-Sun

OK Ornithological

Oct 10-12

Society Meeting
Register 5-7PM Rm 14, Ag Hall,
OSU Campus
See page 4 for details.

This year PCAS’s September Potluck Opener
was held at Freddy Miller’s Windrock Clubhouse
on North Star Drive. Attending were Zoë Cooper, Damona Doye, Deb Hirt, Alex James,
Pat Jaynes, Helen Jordan, Iris McPherson,
Freddy Miller, Tim O’Connell, Jim Shaw &
Tracy Carter, John & Beth Thornton, Susan
& Jeff Walker, and Bob & Susan Weaver.
Members voted Alex James and Aaron Sharp
to the PCAS board; awarded canvas NAS tote
bags to the top BIRDATHON fundraisers: Helen
Jordan, Susan Walker, Pat Jaynes, and Freddy
Miller; and awarded all Birdathon participants
an Audubon decal and a Birdathon lapel pin.
An enthusiastic Susan Weaver—our Hog Island
Educator’s week scholarship winner— thanked
the PCAS, made a Power Point report on her
week in Maine, and told of her plans to put her
learning to good use in Highland Park’s
outdoor classroom.
The evening closed with birdseed and bird feeder
door prizes going to seven lucky attendees.
The evening was a good start to our PCAS
season. Note: We will be meeting at the
Windrock Clubhouse for this month’s program.
See above October programs & events.

Thu., Nov 6

“Montana Golden Eagle Project,”
Jim Lish, 7 PM Room 119, Stillwater
Public Library

Sat., Nov 8

“Birding “n” Burgers,” outing with
the Sierra Club,
hosted by Les
Imboden; p. 3

Sat., Nov 22

Sooner Lake
Field Trip, John
Couch/John Polo

This October issue is the last Feathers and last Pinfeathers newsletters under Susan S. Walker’s editorship. Susan, your editor of the past 9 years, is retiring
November 1st, not only from her editorship roles, but
also from her administrative roles as board member,
PCAS President, Photo Contest Coordinator, and PCAS
Webmistress. She bids you faithful readers farewell!

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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the brink of extinction.
Aren’t you glad you asked? I can’t help
it. I love words and names.
I’ve also seen the Long-tailed Mockingbird and come face to beak with the
mockingbirds on the Galapagos Islands.
These birds have no fear of humans and

by Susan S. Walker

T

beg pityingly for fresh water, which, of

he other day someone asked me

course, one is forbidden to give them. The

why we birders call Mimus polyglot-

mockingbirds hop right up to you when

tosa a Northern Mockingbird when there is

you sit on a rock and sometimes light on a

no Southern Mockingbird?

knee or hand and aggressively squawk for
water! This is hard to take when one is

True there is no bird named “Southern

holding bottled fresh water but is power-

Mockingbird,” but there are about 15 spe-

less when so implored.

cies of mockingbirds south of the U.S.:
including the Long-tailed Mockingbird,

A similar story is true for the Northern

Mimus longicaudatus, of Ecuador, and the

Harrier. It is the only harrier in North

4 on the Galapagos Islands: Floreana

America, but there are 13 other harrier

Mockingbird Mimus trifasciatus; Hood

species worldwide with more southern

Mockingbird Mimus macdonaldi; San

ranges.

Christobel Mockingbird, Mimus
melanotis; and Galapagos Mock-

Floreana

Galapagos
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Mockingbird (after Darwin) is on
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Birds, in general, do not have teeth.
It's an adaptation that reduces their
weight, enabling flight. Falcons,
however, have a tomial tooth—a
notched ridge on the cutting edges of
the beak used for severing the spinal
cord of their prey The portrait of the
Merlin left shows an open beak and the
notches in the cutting edge of the beak
that fit together when the bird is killing
its prey. [Enlarge the page to see
clearly.) Hawks may have the upper
notch but do not have the corresponding
notch on the lower edge.
www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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By Les Imboden, PCAS Treasurer

I

f you are a birder you have heard
lots of pretty good migration stories.
Shoot, you probably have one or two of
your own. But most of those stories
come from birders. Here is one from a
total non-birder who just happens to ply
her trade in the right place.
You have probably visited Taos NM,
and if you have, you likely drove out US
64 to see the bridge over the Rio
Grande. No? Put that bridge on your
short list for the next time you are
there. You will not be disappointed. The
bridge is long and the canyon is incredibly deep at that point.

Description: This is a joint offering of Payne County Audubon Society and the Cimarron Group of the Sierra Club.
Activities will include a guided morning bird walk followed by
a backyard cookout lunch.
Date: Saturday, November 8
Host: Les Imboden
quailrancher@yahoo.com
405-533-1532
Number of Participants: There is no group limit, but
advance registration (an email or call to the host) is necessary to join the lunch.
Bird Walk: At 9:00 AM OSU’s Dr. Tim O’Connell will lead the group in looking for
migrant species plus our favorite locals. Tim teaches ornithology and is Vice
President of Payne County Audubon Society.

So, over Labor Day I had been backpacking in that big canyon with some
friends. Later we stopped so a couple of
them who had never seen that bridge
could have a look. Just trust me. The
bridge itself and the view from it are
both worth the stop. That particular day
we not only got to see the great view
from the bridge, but there was a small
herd of Big-horned Sheep lounging in
the shade under the bridge. Double
bingo.

Lunch: Hot burgers, chips, drinks, and dessert will be served on site at the
conclusion of the Bird Walk.

But back to the migration story. During the vacation season there are several locals who take advantage of the
foot traffic by setting up impromptu
"stores" to sell their handicrafts on the
shoulder of the highway near the bridge.
The offerings range from artisan jewelry to

Fees and Costs: The event is free and open to the public. One does not need to
be a member of Payne County Audubon or the Sierra Club to participate.

Directions to Meeting Point: Beginning at the intersection of Jardot and 6th St
(OK 51) on the east side of Stillwater, drive 6.3 miles east. Look for a left turn
lane and a small street sign on the left that says Old Highway 51. Turn left and
proceed NE about ½ mile. The entry will be the 3rd drive on your left after turning
onto Old 51. The address is 204 N Old Highway 51.
Equipment:
 Binoculars for birding




Hat or cap for sun




Bird book
Sunscreen

Drinking water bottle

Liability Waiver: The Sierra Club requires as a condition of participation in any
of its outings that every individual sign a waiver of liability.

artwork to gems and rocks to what I guess you would call "found objects".

Having had my binocs out to look from the bridge, one of the merchants took me for a birder and began to tell
me about the flocks of Western Tanagers she had seen right there at the bridge earlier in the year. As she related it,
in the spring the tanagers were moving down the canyon in flocks of about 50. For some reason they refused to go
under the bridge, choosing instead to fly into a mature elm near the west end of the bridge to stage themselves over
the bridge and then on down the canyon.

Photo: birdvancouver.com

The lady told me that she watched as those flocks stopped in that tree over and over, each pausing a while before moving on, to be followed shortly by yet another flock doing the same thing. She
estimated she had seen a couple thousand Western Tanagers in all in a single day.
While she had my attention, the woman went on to tell me that a couple of years ago
she had also seen a condor in the same location. Not in the tree, of course, but soaring
down the canyon and under the bridge. She reported the sighting to some local birders
who suggested she had just seen a vulture. True, there are plenty of those there, but she
described a California Condor perfectly, so I don't really doubt her story. She could just
be making up the story, but you do have to know what a condor looks like to describe
one.
Should you happen to be around Taos at Memorial Day, the time my source says
she witnessed the tanager migration, do me a favor and go see if they repeat what she
saw. It's a treat to see just one Western Tanager. I can't even imagine seeing them 50
at a time.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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By Joe Ryan, Director, and Lynsy Smith Stanley,
Deputy Director, Climate Initiative National Audubon Society

By Tim O’Connell, OOS President; PCAS VP
Welcome to Stillwater for the fall Meeting of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society!
Registration begins Friday afternoon & evening at 5PM
and runs until 7PM, Rm. 14 Ag Hall, OSU Campus. Registration is followed by members sharing their 2014 bird
photos (limit 10/photographer), 8 to 9PM in Rm. 14 Ag
Hall. Bring your 10 best/worst/most interesting digital
photos, and we will ooh and aah over them.
Saturday morning will feature two birding field trips:
Field Trip 1) 7:30—11:30AM, Lake Carl Blackwell, led by
Tim O’Connell. Carpool from Ag Hall at 7 AM.
Field Trip 2) 8:00 to 11:30AM, OSU Botanical Gardens &
Arboretum. Carpool from Ag Hall at 8 AM.
The Silent Auction will begin Saturday afternoon and
run from 2:30 to 5:45PM at the Wes Watkins Center on
campus. Please bring items for the Silent Auction. Come
ready to bid, pick up neat bird-related items, and know
that your money will benefit the OOS.
Saturday afternoon will feature the OOS Annual Business Meeting (2:00 to 2:30PM) followed by Scientific
Presentations on avian research.
Saturday evening will end with a Banquet from 6:30 to
8:30PM at the Wes Watkins Center (banquet must be
prepaid—$20—with registration).
We are pleased this year
to host as our banquet
speaker Dr. Scott Loss,
Assistant Professor in
OSU’s department of Natural Resource Ecology and
Management. Scott will
present “A Comparison of
Different Sources of Accidental Human-caused Bird
Mortality in the U.S.”
Scott joined our faculty in 2013 following a post doctoral fellowship at the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center
where he conducted groundbreaking work on sources of
mortality affecting wild birds. His work has been cited
more than 600 times in the peer reviewed literature, and
has been featured many hundreds of times in national
and international news outlets.
The weekend will conclude with an optional Sunday
morning Birding Trip to Boomer Lake, or you can bird
your way (safely!) home. We hope that you encourage
others to attend, whether OOS members, students, professionals, professors, amateurs, or new faces. See you
there and bring a friend! Click here for full details.

It’s finally here—the
launch of Audubon’s Birds
and Climate Change Report is official! First things
first: check out Audubon.org/climate to see
birds in your area threatened by global warming,
download maps, and read
FAQ about the research.

Elizabeth Sorrell will be
sending resources, including language for Tweets,
suggested Facebook posts
and more. Want in? Email
her: esorrell@audubon.org.

This introduction contains a great deal of resources we hope will help
you in the coming days
and weeks as you spread
the word that climate
change is the No. 1 threat
to North American birds.

Please share these materials with your chapter and board, and don’t
hesitate to reach out if you
need any help using them.
They will all live permanently on Audubon Works,
where we will be monitoring and leading the site’s
Climate Group discussion.
Check out this link for help
logging on.

[Your PCAS president,
Susan Walker, received the
toolkit Sept 12]; here are
digital versions. All of the
resources inside—Q and A
about our science, message framework, media
resources and climate
change fact sheets—have
also been posted on the
Library in Audubon Works.
Download and use them
starting now!

This is the just beginning of our response to
this threat, and we will
look to you to share how
your chapter tells this
story, what activities you
have planned around the
Climate Initiative and how
we can help you. Contact
us via email: climateaction@audubon.org, or on
the Climate Group on
Audubon Works.

Please download the
PowerPoint for presentations, as some images
don’t load fully in the Preview function. The NOTES
section has some tips on
what you might say.
Please customize/localize
as you see fit.

We can’t thank you
enough for your passion
and commitment to this
issue we’ve learned a great
deal from you already, and
we look forward to working
to protect birds in the
years to come.

This animated video
explains our science with
beautiful renderings of the
birds on the brink.
Social media manager

www.paynecountyaudubon.com

Truly,
Joe Ryan
jryan@audubon.org
Lynsy Smithson-Stanley
lsmithsonstanley@
audubon.org
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I don’t think the collars will protect birds in every
situation. For example, fledglings don’t fly well enough
to escape, even if they see the cat. Some birds do not
Header: © Deb Carter

see color as well as others, so the collars will not be as
effective for those species. In some circumstances, cats
may use cover to ambush a bird. But, overall, I think the
collars work.
The collars look a little silly until you get used to

D

omestic cats kill millions - possibly billions—of
birds in the U.S. every year. While most of these

cats are un-owned, even fat, happy, spoiled pets are efficient little killing machines. For this reason, I was
always a firm believer in keeping my cats indoors.
When we moved to SunDog House, the property
came with a dog and a family of semi-feral cats.
We adopted the dog and found homes for all but two kittens, Dom and Erm. The kittens lived outdoors until they

them. There is an adjustment period for both the owner
and the cat. But I choose to like the look. Even the cats
seem to grow attached to them. Dom wears his proudly;
he lost his first (the breakaway collar must have caught
on something) and seemed very distressed until I replaced it.
If you have outdoor cats and want to protect your
birds, I highly recommend these collars. Use them with a
breakaway cat collar for safety.

grew into lethal hunters. We then had to bring them inside or continue to deal with dead birds on a daily basis.
All was well until we adopted another cat. The new
cat took an instant dislike to Erm, and daily fighting ensued. These fights involved more than hissing: blood
was drawn, and stress reactions resulted in severe
health effects. We tried to find a new home for one or
the other, unsuccessfully. The easiest solution was to let
Erm return to the great outdoors, at least during the day
when she wasn’t likely to get eaten by coyotes. But I
was very concerned about our birds.
Looking for a solution to thwart Erm’s excellent
hunting abilities, I happened upon a website, Birds Be

DOM

Safe (http://www.birdsbesafe.com), a commercial site
selling brightly-colored collars for cats. Ostensibly, since

Dom and Erm
wearing their
birdsbesafe
collar covers.

songbirds see color very well, the bright collars allow
birds to see the cats more clearly, enabling them to escape predation. I thought it was worth a try and ordered
one.
The collar worked so well we got a second one and
turned Dom loose outdoors. Six months later, our mix of
wild birds and two indoor/outdoor cats has not produced
a single dead bird. One can sometimes follow the cats’
locations by the alarm calls of the chickadees around the
yard. I’m convinced the collars work well. The cats stalk,
chase, and fail. A study conducted by St. Lawrence University appears to back up my own observations about

ERM

the birdsbesafe collars’ effectiveness.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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Photos & text by Deb Hirt
debhirt.blogspot.com

W

ith this column, we fly into fall, yet birding season still continues with a flair.

We have
seen our
share of
Great Blue
Heron, Great
Egret, Green
Heron, Blackcrowned
Night Heron,
and we also
© Deb Hirt©
had our own
Snowy Egrets born in The Northern Reaches, another
cause for celebration. Even though I’d made a trip to the
Reaches on Saturday, I thought that I’d check again on
Sunday, which was a wise decision. A juvenile Snowy
Egret was there to greet me. I saw an adult a couple of
months ago, and had hoped that the area was fortunate
enough for nesting snowies. Having an important reason
to keep away from the rookery, sensibility ruled, and I
left it undisturbed. My prize paid off today with this
youngster.
We have
and had
plenty of
beautiful
Yellow
Warblers
over the
month,
about double
what I usually see.
They have
been at the
© Deb Hirt
Southern
Cove, as well as the wooded area across from the Purple
Martin house by Kicker.
There haven’t been quite as many Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers as I’d hoped, but the juveniles have been
spending their days in full force, cavorting with the young

Blue Jays and Brown Thrashers. If you aren’t aware,
the scissor-tails have been roosting on the west side of
the lake, awaiting their calling to move south, which
won’t be much longer. The young ones are robust and
healthy, and some will travel further than others, some
going as close as southern Texas for the winter. Others
already have their passports in hand.
There are still plenty of Northern Cardinals and
Brown Thrashers, and I’m already taking bets on
what our bumper crop of common birds will be this
spring. I have noticed that each year brings large numbers of one or two birds, so I’m sure that we’ll see a
great number of something else next year.
It seems to go in cycles, and to be honest, I’d like
to see an increase in the Eastern Meadowlark. Due to
prevalent pesticides, it could be wishful thinking on my
part, but hopefully, that wish will come true soon, as it
would be such a shame to lose this beautiful bird in
Oklahoma. The Dickcissel population also fell this year,
so it wouldn’t hurt to have more of them nesting here.
We also had a couple of handicapped birds on the lake,
which included a Great Blue Heron with fishing line
around a foot, as well as a one-legged Great Egret.
These birds have done very well for themselves and I
hope to see them return next year. The local warden
was unable to catch the Great Blue Heron to help it.
According to the bird population, the amount of water in the lake, the flora, predicted precipitation, and a
couple of other factors, it could well be a harder winter.
Last year was bad enough, so batten down the hatches
for this one.
Now that Feathers is without an editor, look for
my column in the NewsPress each Sunday. Keep
your eyes on the ground, and your head in the clouds.
Happy birding!

© Deb Hirt©

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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the same pair over and over at Lake Carl Blackwell. It
was hard to say.
By Les Imboden, PCAS Treasurer

STILLWATER - September 12 was a tough day all
around Stillwater. Everyone knew the injury bug had
bitten the Pokes, but who knew it was going to nail
PCAS? OSU lost J.W. Walsh. We lost John Polo. With
luck John’s injury won’t be as serious as Walsh’s, but
for one morning we had to play without him.

The weather was tough, but so was the misdirection the trio kept getting. First it was a juvie Redheaded Woodpecker. Almost like the adult, but white
just a little off and NO red head. That sent them to the
play book.
Then, later a juvie Mississippi Kite. Physically like
the adult, but with batches of white and dark showing
on the back. Back to the play book for that one, too.
The final score: PCAS 41; Birds 3. When the dust
settled, the group had seen at least one of each of the
species below:

Lucky for us, Jim Shaw was up to taking the first
snap, and did an excellent job filling in for the missing
starter. And a rough start it was. At game time it was
overcast and cool, but looked to clear any minute. Well,
that clearing finally happened just when the group was
finished.

Great Blue Heron
Northern Mockingbird
American Kestrel
Blue Jay
Canada Goose
Killdeer
Osprey
Double-crested Cormorant
Belted Kingfisher
Eurasian Collared Dove
Eastern Bluebird
Carolina Chickadee
Red-headed Woodpecker
White-breasted Nuthatch
Downy Woodpecker
Red-shouldered Hawk
Great Egret
Mourning dove
House Sparrow
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Eurasian Starling

Meanwhile, Shaw, Les Imboden and Susie Taylor
struggled for every yard . . . bird. Tough going there
in the first quarter. The only thing there seemed to be
plenty of was Osprey. Or maybe they were just seeing
www.paynecountyaudubon.com

Turkey Vulture
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Northern Cardinal
Wild Turkey
American Goldfinch
Barn Swallow
American Crow
Eastern Kingbird
Red-tailed Hawk
Pied-billed Grebe
Blue-winged Teal
Eastern Phoebe
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Orange-crowned Warbler
Carolina Wren
House Finch
Northern Flicker
Tufted Titmouse
Mississippi Kite
Common Grackle

Feathers
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By Susan S. Walker, PCAS President

N

early every week, Jeff and I drive to Tulsa to
shop at Whole Foods and in Utica Square, to go to a
movie at the Circle Cinema, to go to the Zoo, the Aquarium, bike Riverside Trails, walk in the botanical gardens,
or, as this weekend (September 12), to enjoy the Oxley
Nature Center trails in Mohawk Park.
Birds were scarce—Great Egrets, Great Blue Herons, an
Indigo Bunting, wrens, robins, were the only species
seen, but we were really just enjoying the trails and not
concentrating on birding. A young raccoon dashed across
the trail . . . and disappeared into the water where it hid
among the cattails and lotus. It took a keen eye to discern its small black-ringed tail floating among the dead
stalks. The rest of it, except for its small triangular head
and nose, was submerged. We also saw a diamondbacked water snake and a garter snake among other wild
things.

Where’s Waldo, the wading Great Egret, on Lake Sherry,
Oxley Nature Center?
Speaking of insects, to me our most interesting
sighting was the bright green caterpillar below. When I
got home, I sent a photo of it to Bug Guide, one of my
favorite web sites. The immediate reply: “It’s an Io Moth
Caterpillar. It can sting.”
More internet sleuthing revealed the following about
its sting: “The spines are connected to poison glands.
Some people experience severe reactions to the poison
released by the spines and require medical attention.
Others experience only an itching or burning sensation
such as that experienced when brushed by nettles.”

I love the gift shop at Oxley and discovered in it some
wonderful greeting cards made by Suzy Ruby, a former
member of the PCAS. Also the new Sibley’s field guide.

© Josef Hlasek

Aww...

Male adult Io moth; females are reddish

Three things mar the beautiful site and serenity of
Oxley Nature Center: 1) the sounds of automatic gunfire from both the nearby US Shooting Academy and the
Tulsa Gun Club, 2) the sounds of speeding race cars
from Tulsa Raceway Park; and 3) the sounds of airplanes
taking off and landing from Tulsa Int’l Airport. Fortunately these three sounds rarely occur simultaneously,
so one can enjoy long intervals of birdsong, rustling
leaves, booming frogs, and chirping insects.
www.paynecountyaudubon.com

Bugguide.net

Where’s Waldo? A baby raccoon hid itself in the dense cattails
and lotus of Blackbird Marsh, Oxley Nature Center.

Photo: Susan Walker

Immature Io moth
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Connections
Madagascar Pochard, world’s rarest bird, needs a
new home (BBC news article)
Deep sea ‘mushroom’ may be new branch of life
(BBC article)

‘Astoundingly huge’ Dinosaur Skeleton Unearthed
(CBS news article)

Saving Our Birds (NY Times Article on the anniversary of
the death of Martha, the last surviving Passenger Pigeon)

Cutting fossil subsidies a must to advance renewables: agency (AFP to Yahoo News article)
Wilderness Forever: 50 Years of Protecting America’s Wild Places (Good slideshow and commentary)
Radiation plume from Fukushima heading toward
U.S. West Coast according to a scientific report
(Article Natural Health News and Scientific Discoveries)

BP Found Grossly Negligent (NAS Advisory News Article)
2014 State of the Birds Report (Website report by U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Audubon, and other partners)

Lynx protections expanded, but new habitat denied (AP to Yahoo News article)

When Doves Die: Poachers Kill 209 Birds in Hunting Spree (Takepart.com article)
Racing Extinction. (Articles on The Dodo)
Mysterious Cloud on radar turns out to be . . .
(GrindTV in association with Yahoo)

Fast Food for Polar Bears (Excellent NYTimes video)
Below a sampling of articles written around the nation
on Audubon’s release of its “Climate Change and Birds”
report September 8th.
Climate Change Will Disrupt Half of North America’s Bird Species, Study Says (New York Times article)
Global warming may mean bye-bye for some birdies (Associated Press article)
Climate Change May Put Half of North American
Birds at Risk of Extinction (National Geographic article)
Bye bye, birdie: Study says warming may force
orioles, eagles from D.C. region (Washington Post
article)

Give birds a fighting chance against global warming (Washington Post article)
On a Warmer Planet, which Cities will be Safest?
(NYTimes science article)

By John W. Thornton, PCAS Member & Photographer

F

ollowing my retirement two decades
ago, I have become increasingly interested in
nature photography,
taking thousands of digital
images of birds and other
wildlife.
A few years ago, in an
effort to organize and
share these with family
and friends, I began using them to create slide
shows. Initially, I burned
these to DVDs. This summer, I have finally learned
how to upload the slide
shows to the Internet
where they may be viewed
by anyone. I invite you to
view them there.
The shows are freely
available on the following two sites:
www.photodex.com/share/
zooljwt
http://www.youtube.com/
user/JohnThorntonShows
Clicking the photodex
link will take you to my
gallery where you will
find eight shows listed.
Click on the one you want
to view and then right click
with your mouse to get an
onscreen menu that allows
you to play it, view in full
screen, pause, exit, etc. It
may ask your permission
to download a program,
called Presenter, to your
computer. If so, you will
need to give permission in
order to proceed. This program is free, safe, and
easy.
This is a great site and I
encourage all of you
who use a PC with a
Windows operating system to give it a look. Un-

www.paynecountyaudubon.com

fortunately, this site does
not work for folks who use
MACs or other nonWindows based devices to
access the Internet.
If such is your case,
click on the youtube
URL, which allows everyone who can access the
Internet to view the shows.
The following shows are
available on both sites:
1. 2011 Ecuador Trip.
This is the first show I created and is the longest,
running about 25 minutes.
Most of the images are of
birds, primarily hummingbirds, which are amazingly
varied in the tropical rain
forests of this beautiful
country. The background
music is by Robert Boyd,
an Australian naturalist
and keyboard artist whom
we met on one of our trips
to Australia. Most of the
other shows also use his
music as background.
2. Glacier National Park.
In the summer of 2012,
Beth and I spent several
days in Glacier National
Park. We were the guests
of Tom Ulrich, a professional nature photographer, and Linda Martin.
They live just outside of
the park. Tom guided me
and helped me improve my
photographic skills. The
wildlife and scenery are
amazing.
3. Butterflies. This show
features photos and a few
video clips of butterflies in
Beth's flower garden and
all around the country and
world. Most species are
identified for your information.
(Continued on page 10)
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by Susan S. Walker
POWDER DOWN ART.
In early September, Jim Lish wrote in an email: Have
you guys seen these? I was giving an avian biology
lecture and mentioned powder down, and a student sent
me these links: http://www.bbc.com/news/14119607
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-14111152

Crazy!
BIRDING IN ECUADOR & PERU.
I can’t let John Thornton share his birding and photographic jaunts (p. 9) without sharing several of mine. I
have made my journals into the blogs below that can be
easily read in the order that the events occurred. Just
scroll down and then hit “Older Posts” until you reach
the end of the account. Many of the photos are mine or
from others in my group, but several are from the Internet, too.
If you would like to vicariously visit Ecuador’s cloud
forest or bird either side of the Andes in Ecuador check
out the first two. If you would like to journey 6 hours up
the Tambopata River in Peru to conduct macaw research, check out the third.
1.
2.
3.

http://www.hummingbirdearthwatch2006.blogspot.com
http://www.fieldguidesecuador2013.blogspot.com
http://www.macawearthwatchperu2008.blogspot.com

SIGHTINGS.
Jim Shaw: This morning (Sunday, Sept. 7th) in the rain
I sallied forth in my duck dynasty realtree rain parka.
Lots of grebes on the upper end of Boomer. All that I
could see clearly at reasonable ranges were pied-bills.
Another 8 pied-bills were at Sanborn. Near the N end of
the dam at LCB I saw an osprey fishing.
HIRT HEP TO GET ORNITHOLOGY DEGREE.
In early Sept. Deb Hirt flew to Ithaca and sat through a
long interview to see if she qualified for earning a distance degree in ornithology—a 4th degree for this
woman who already holds degrees in Chemistry, Biology, and Psychology from Bowdoin College, ME.
When she heard back from Cornell, they gave her
some homework and told her to return when it was
complete. Here’s Deb’s summation to me when I asked:
“I have heard from Cornell. I need to be able to ID more
of the world's birds, read a couple of books, and write an
extensive research paper. Give me a year.”
Ornithology has become Deb’s great passion, so I
believe she will make this happen.
THANK YOU.
Thank you Freddy Miller for making available Windrock
Clubhouse for our Potluck Opener and for our October
and December programs. Room 119—our usual room at
the SPL—was booked by the City in October so we will
meet in the Windrock Clubhouse 3 times this season:
Potluck Opener, Mark Howery’s Breeding Bird Survey in
Oct., and Wine & Cheese CBC planning in Dec.

4. Florida Spacecoast. In
February, 2013, we traveled to Florida to visit family and photograph the
diversity of bird life in the
region near Cape Canaveral. The show features
many wading birds and
waterfowl as well as the
threatened Florida Scrub
Jay.
5. 2013 South Padre
Island Bird Fall Out.
Each April, migratory birds
that spend the winter in
Central and South America
head north across the Gulf
of Mexico toward North
America where they will
nest. The first land they
encounter is often South
Padre Island, Texas. They
are hungry, thirsty, and
exhausted. They "Fall Out"
on the sparse vegetation
on the island where they
allow nature lovers to view
and photograph them. This
show features a great diversity of beautiful birds
we photographed in this
area in April of 2013.
6. Fireworks. This show
is unlike any of the others
in that it is of a man made
rather than natural performance. It features the
fireworks display at
Boomer Lake Park, Stillwater, Oklahoma on July 4,
2013. Patriotic music is
used as background.
7. Threatened Lesser
Prairie Chickens. Each
spring, Lesser Prairie
Chickens gather at their
mating grounds, called
leks or booming grounds,
where they put on a magnificent display. Unfortunately, habitat change has
reduced the population of
these birds to a few thousand. The photos and
video clips in this show
were taken from a blind
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near a lek in the northeast
corner of the Texas panhandle in May, 2014.
Unlike the other shows,
there is no background
music. You can hear the
birds’ vocalizations, as well
as the photographer's
shutter sounds in the video
clips
8. Santa Clara Ranch
Texas. Dr. Beto Gutierrez
of Edinburg, Texas, has
developed a small ranch
with native vegetation,
watering holes and blinds
near McCook, Texas,
where nature lovers can
observe, up close, the diverse wildlife of this region. The photos and video
clips in this show were
taken at this ranch in June,
2014.
I invite all of you to
view these shows. You
may also download them
and burn a DVD to display
on your HD TV if you wish.
Please share these links
with your friends and
family. I especially encourage you to share them
with children and young
people to help them develop an appreciation of
the beauty of the natural
world.
Please provide me with
feedback. If you have a
problem accessing and
viewing these shows, let
me know and I may be
able to help.
If we can't make them
work for you, I will burn
and send you DVDs of any
of the shows you want.
John Thornton,
zooljwt@aim.com,
405-377-3797,
1215 S. Serenity Lane,
Stillwater, OK 74074
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Photo © Brian Kushner

Many studies rely on citizen-science data,
but few acknowledge it
Ithaca, N.Y.—Hundreds of thousands of volunteer
data collectors are due for some thanks from scientists, according to a new paper that reveals the role of
citizen science in studies of birds and climate change.
Data collected by amateurs underpins up to 77 percent of
the studies in this field, but that fact is largely invisible by
the time the research appears in journals, according to a
study published today in the
open-access journal PLOS ONE.
“Our paper is a chance to
say thank you to the many
people who are citizen scientists,” said lead author
Caren Cooper, a research associate at the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology. “These people are
Tree Swallows have been an
part of the process of creating
important subject of citizennew knowledge—and whether
science projects, helping to
demonstrate changes in migra- it’s counting birds or buttertion timing and breeding as
flies, gazelles or galaxies, they
climate has warmed.
should know that their observations really make a difference in professional science.”
Birds make excellent subjects for citizen-science
projects—the term for studies that depend on members
of the public for data gathering. That's in part because the
great popularity of bird watching offers a ready pool of
skilled observers. Some well-known North American projects are the Christmas Bird Count, eBird, and the Great
Backyard Bird Count, as well as activities such as birdbanding stations and breeding bird atlases. But citizen
science is not limited to birds—hundreds of other projects
cover bugs, trees, flowers, mammals, and microbes, as
well as topics like water quality, air pollution, and astronomy.
Citizen science provides scientists with continentor globe-spanning observations, often over periods so
long that they outlast the careers of individual researchers. (The Christmas Bird Count has been running continuously since 1900.) For many types of data, there’s simply
no other way to collect it at such a scale than with volunteers.
So how well does that dependence on volunteers
come through in scientific papers? As a springboard
for their study, Cooper and her colleagues analyzed the
bibliography of a recent review on the effects of climate

Neither the review itself nor any of the cited papers
used the term “citizen science”—a term coined in 1995—
and only 37 papers used the word
“volunteer.” Yet between 24 percent and 77 percent of the papers
supporting each claim drew primarily on volunteer data. Citizen
science proved especially important for documenting the patterns
and consequences of climate
Through NestWatch
change, such as population deprojects, citizen scientists
clines and changes in migration
have provided the data to
timing.
document regional differ-

ences in the breeding cycle

Cooper says that it’s not as if
of the Eastern Bluebird.
scientists are downplaying the
role of citizen science—in some cases, scientists use large
data repositories and may be unaware that citizen science
was involved. In the majority of cases, scientists simply
don’t use a standardized term to refer to citizen science.
The result is that the product of all that volunteer effort is
invisible in the literature, despite having played an integral
part in analyses.
“I’d like to see this information coming full circle. In
the world today we tend to have notions about expertise,
and that only professionals have it,” Cooper said, noting
that this idea can keep people from feeling they have anything to contribute to the scientific process. “But people who
have been doing a hobby for years have tons of expertise,
and they can make a very real contribution.”
“It would be so cool for people to start to identify
with the term citizen science, instead of thinking ‘I’m a
bird watcher,’ or ‘I measure water quality,’” Cooper said.
“People might realize they have a lot of kindred spirits out
there.”
Some North American Citizen Science Projects for
Bird Watchers:



eBird accepts sightings all year round and from anywhere on the globe



Audubon's Christmas Bird Count runs during the holidays and welcomes bird watchers of all levels [



Project FeederWatch is a winter project that gives
people with backyard feeders a chance to contribute
their sightings to science



NestWatch is a summer project in which participants
monitor the progress of nests



Great Backyard Bird Count happens over Presidents
Day weekend, accepts sightings worldwide, and is a
great project for people just getting started with citizen
science



Not a bird watcher? Scistarter can help you find a citizen-science project in whatever subject interests you.
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Photo © Gary Mueller/Cornell Lab.

change on migratory birds. For each of the 173 primary
studies cited in the review, Cooper and her colleagues
tracked down the sources of data used.
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John Thornton
Nest-building
Great Blue Herons

Judges’ comments: This image has a lot going for
it. It is sharp and nicely exposed plus the colors are
soft but it still has nice contrast. The light is really
sweet on those herons. And photos that show a bird
or birds actually doing something are intrinsically
more interesting. Lyrical lines make dramatic compositions and this image has two that nicely complement each other. So Image 1907 for First..

Laurie Clemens
Eastern Kingbird

Judges’ comments: Image 1505 for Second. This
image has a soft, out-of-focus background that I
like, and also the natural perch. No hand-of-man
there. Plus I must confess a fondness for kingbirds.

Susan S.Walker
Young Wood Ducks
in duckweed
Judges comments: Image 1609, Third. The young
woodies are cute and the soft overall green color of
the duckweed has a nice effect.
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Honorable mention (in no particular order):
A) Glen Gebhart—Displaying Killdeer; B) Bill Adams—Rubythroated Hummingbird feeding chicks; C) Diane Crane — Yellowcrowned night-heron on railing D) Rob Tripe —”Retired” American
Coot; E) Paul Ribitzki — Scarlet Tanager at orange; F) Jeff
Walker — Resting Wild Turkey; G) Clay Billman — Male Downy
Woodpecker feeding chick; H) Deb Hirt — Red-tailed Hawk in
flight; I) Mark Cromwell — Pelican in flight; J) Tim O’Connell
— Song Sparrow before chain links

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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October’s
Featured Bird
Ever find a feather,
and were just dying to
know what bird it
came from? You can
get a little help in your
feather identification
quest from The
National Fish & /Wildlife Forensics
Feather Atlas,
Laboratory, Ashland, Oregon
assembled by the
National Fish & Wildlife Forensics Laboratory. It
may take some browsing around, but you can find
images of flight feathers from hundreds of birds
(flight feathers are the long feathers from the
wings and tail of birds--the big straight feathers).
So, check it out!
Fast fact: For many years it was thought/
assumed that feathers evolved as an elongation of
reptilian scales. Recent research indicates that
feathers actually came about as a totally new
structure.
Answers to page 11 Beak Quiz:
1. Seed cracker and insect slicer. Northern Cardinal
2. Glutton of small mammals and invertebrates. Eastern
Screech Owl
3. Worm slayer. American Robin
4. The insect killer. Long beak with a downward curve. Great
for probing insects out of tangles of vegetation. Carolina
Wren
5. Insect gleaner and, especially, fruit fiend. Gray Catbird
6. Serious seed cracker and bug crusher. Rose-breasted
Grosbeak
7. Connoisseur of little insects and dainty fruit. Swainson’s
Thrush
8. Omnivorous rascal, fond of using its beak to lever into hidden things. Common Grackle
9. Bunnies, beware. Red-tailed Hawk
10. Everything, beware, including most of the birds on this list.
Great-horned Owl
11. Bird and rodent destroyer. Note the tomial tooth: a notch in
the beak used to pop the neck vertebrae of victims. This
notch is shared by all falcons. For the prey, a fast way to go.
Merlin
12. A mellow forager on plants, algae, and invertebrates. Beaks
the muddy edges of lakes, grabbing underwater snails and
water bugs. American Coot
13. Silencing songbirds. Cooper’s Hawk
14. Multipurpose, eating insects and seeds. Tufted Titmouse
15. Prybar and crusher for cracking nuts and seeds. Blue Jay
16. Mollusk opener; catching, tearing prey; prying or pecking
open mollusks. Gull
17 Plant and invertebrate strainer. Goose
18 Nectar sipper Hummingbird

Gadwall
(Anas strepera)

1st place photo 2013 PCAS Photo contest; ©Jim Ownby

In a world where male ducks sport gleaming
patches of green, red, or blue, the Gadwall’s
understated elegance can make this common duck easy
to overlook. Males are intricately patterned with gray,
brown, and black; females resemble female Mallards,
although with a thinner, darker bill. This widespread,
adaptable duck has dramatically increased in numbers
in North America since the 1980s.
Gadwall feed with other dabbling ducks, tipping
forward to feed on submerged vegetation without
diving. They sometimes steal food from flocks of diving
ducks or coots. You'll often see these ducks in pairs
through the winter, because they select their mates for
the breeding season as early as late fall.
Gadwall breed mainly in the Great Plains and
prairies. On migration and in winter, look for Gadwall
in reservoirs, ponds, fresh and salt water marshes, city
parks, sewage ponds, or muddy edges of estuaries.
Male Gadwall are drabber than most other male
ducks. Their rather uniform body coloration, lacking a
white patch in front of the black rear end, helps to
separate them from
American Wigeon, Green
-winged Teal, and Bluewinged Teal. Female
Gadwall (left) are easily
overlooked as female
Mallards, so look for the
female Gadwall's thinner
bill with an orange stripe
along the lower edge.
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Source: Cornell Lab of Ornithology “All About Birds”
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Identify the bird to which each of the beaks below belongs. Answers on
page 12, but don’t peek until you've given the quiz your best shot.

1

2
3

3

4

6

8

8

5
9

14

7
10

11

15

16

12

13

17

18

Pinfeathers Crossword Solution
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Some of the “freebies” accompanying in the NAS Toolkit
for their Birds & Climate Change Report released 9/8.
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Payne County Audubon Society
PO Box 82
Stillwater, OK 74076

Place
postage
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here

To:

icanhascheezburger.com
This owl is, of course, not high on marijuana. It is merely using
its nictitating membrane, a transparent or translucent third
eyelid present in some animals that can be drawn across the eye
for protection and to moisten it while maintaining visibility.
When Peregrine falcons go into their 200-mile-per-hour dives,
they blink repeatedly with their nictitating membranes to clear
debris and spread moisture across the eyes. Woodpeckers
tighten their nictitating membrane a millisecond prior to their
beak impacting the trunk of a tree to prevent shaking-induced
injury to the retina.


Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon
Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne
 Payment is enclosed

 Please bill me

Dues include $7 for Audubon magazine. Please allow 4-6
weeks to receive your first issue.
Membership
Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introductory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues!
Two-year membership — $30
Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15
I wish to make an additional donation of $___________
Please complete and return:
_______________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________
City/State/ZIP
_______________________________________________
e-mail
(We respect your privacy. Your e-mail address will be used only
by PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you
about upcoming programs and events.)

Method of Payment

 The National Audubon Society occasionally makes
its membership list available to carefully selected
organizations whose mailings you might find of
interest. To omit your name from this list, please
check here.










Sept. Potluck Opener
Nature Day
Christmas Bird Count
Backyard Bird Count
Birdathon
Nature Camp
Teal Ridge Litter
Publicity
Elections











PCAS Photo contest
Programs
Field Trips
Newsletter/Brochure
Website
Awards/Scholarships
Membership
Refreshments
Don’t know; call me

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check
the activities below that you are interested in.
Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and
send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or
National Audubon SociChapter Code: C4Z T05 0Z
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